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“The Living Fence” 
 
3131 E. Glenn St. 
Tucson, AZ.  85716 
(520) 795-5300 
 
With our ever evolving predisposition for incorporating “green” products into our 
everyday living, Bryck Guibor has literally found a “green” solution in making  
“The Living Fence” available to Tucsonans. 
 
Bryck discovered this fencing in his travels as a general contractor and home 
inspector in and around Tucson.  He liked it so much that a large portion of his 
office property on Glenn Street is surrounded with this living fence.  Planted about 
ten years ago and still “living”, curious passersby often stop and inquire “what is 
it?” and “where can I get it?” to which Bryck, or one of his staff happily answer 
questions and take orders.  And for a fee they’ll even deliver and plant the fence. 

  
 So what exactly is “The Living Fence?”  It is made from 
Ocotillo (pronounced oh-koh-tee-yo) for those of you new to our desert environment.  
Also known as “Jacob’s Staff”, “Vine Cactus” or “Coach Whip”, Ocotillo is a drought 
tolerant plant native to the Southwestern Desert, which includes Mexico, Arizona, 
New Mexico, west Texas and parts of California.  The fencing that Bryck sells is 
harvested in Mexico and shipped to Tucson and has become a popular alternative to 
more traditional fencing options. And since Ocotillo is considered a succulent, not a 
cactus, there are no restrictions for removal and transportation.  However, being 

sensitive to our environment and to ensure the continuation of these plants, the harvesters cut the stems 
approximately two to three feet from the base and allow them to grow back before harvesting again. 
 
After the stems are cut, they are wired together to form panels. The panels average about five feet in width and 
are approximately six feet tall; this constitutes a “roll” which makes it easier for transporting.   Once you’ve 
determined how many “rolls” you’ll need for your area, call to see if the fencing is in stock or reserve your 
order for the next shipment.   
 
Once you have your rolls, planting is relatively easy. If you don’t have time to plant right away, “The Living 
Fence” is forgiving; Bryck says the stems can stay in the roll and be dormant for up to a year.  If you’re ready to 
plant, put on your leather gloves and hopefully find a friend to help.  First, install posts to support the fencing 
panels or you can attach to an existing chain link or wood fence. (This is a great way to cover an unsightly fence 
or one in disrepair.)  Dig a trench two to four inches deep; roll out your fencing, secure to posts and water.  
Soaker hoses placed along the base of the fence help sufficiently deep water the plant and make it easy to 
establish.  Watering should continue three days a week for approximately four to five months.  
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“The Living Fence” is available year round, but is usually planted from January to 
April when the fence begins to leaf out.   In the spring, usually March and April, 
blood red blossoms will appear on the tips of the stems, which add to the beauty 
of the fence as well as attracting hummingbirds which feed from the flowers. 
When not in bloom or “green” your fence provides a rustic backdrop to your 
desert landscape with its earthy brown color and  thorny spines.   
 
Besides the visual appeal and natural barrier to unwanted desert critters, once established, this fence is virtually 
maintenance free.  Within a few days of a desert rain, “The Living Fence” leafs out and your landscape is 
transformed from brown to green.  This cycle continues with each dry spell and rain and can last for years.   
 
 So if the thought of using a “natural” alternative appeals to you and you can handle the myriad of questions 
from curious neighbors, then “The Living Fence” may be a solution for your landscape.  But, if you’ve still got 
doubts or questions, drive by Bryck’s place and take a look; somehow… I think he’ll be expecting you.  
 
“The Living Fence” is available from Bryck Guibor, President of Brick by Bryck, Inc. 
Mr. Guibor is a Licensed Arizona Contractor and Home Inspector.   
For more information call (520) 795-5300 or email:  brickbybryck@cox.net 
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